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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence
Analyse specified aspect(s) of studied 
visual or oral text(s), supported by 
evidence.

Analyse specified aspect(s) of studied 
visual or oral text(s) convincingly, 
supported by evidence.

Analyse specified aspect(s) of studied 
visual or oral text(s) perceptively, 
supported by evidence.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should answer ONE of the essay questions in this booklet.

Check that this booklet has pages 2–12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.
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of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.













  

Merit exemplar 2016 

Subject: English Standard: 91099 Total score: M6 

Q 
Grade 
score 

Annotation 

3 M6 

The candidate uses three symbols to show the hopelessness of the 
setting (the prison) and the long-term effects of the institutionalising 
(e.g. on Brooks). This is a classic example of a candidate who knows 
the text well and can write a convincing response, but without showing 
any insight or perception. 

Unlike many candidates, who could not satisfy the requirements of the 
latter part of this question, the candidate has chosen examples that are 
actually used as symbols and linked them to the setting and its 
meaning. 

  


