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Achievement Achievement with Merit Achievement with Excellence

Demonstrate understanding of 
evolutionary processes leading to 
speciation.

Demonstrate in-depth understanding 
of evolutionary processes leading to 
speciation.

Demonstrate comprehensive 
understanding of evolutionary processes 
leading to speciation.

Check that the National Student Number (NSN) on your admission slip is the same as the number at the 
top of this page.

You should attempt ALL the questions in this booklet.

If you need more room for any answer, use the extra space provided at the back of this booklet and 
clearly number the question.

Check that this booklet has pages 2 – 12 in the correct order and that none of these pages is blank.

YOU MUST HAND THIS BOOKLET TO THE SUPERVISOR AT THE END OF THE EXAMINATION.
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No part of the candidate evidence in this exemplar material 

may be presented in an external assessment for the purpose 

of gaining credits towards an NCEA qualification.
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The candidate shows in-depth understanding by explaining adaptive radiation and allopatric speciation linked to reproductive isolating mechanisms. Bill shape is linked to the differences in ecological niches and food resources. 
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The candidate describes co-evolution, mutation and natural selection. The candidate shows in-depth understanding by explaining how low levels of TTX in the newt affects the garter snakes evolution and phenotype. 
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Candidate shows in-depth understanding by explaining why this is an example of convergent evolution in terms different evolutionary origins and provides examples of named selective pressures such as foraging in the leaf litter and the link to similar niches and therefore selection for named analogous structures. Such as small body, dark colouration small antenna.  
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